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DETAILED ACTION 



Applicant's election without 
is acknowledged. 



Election/Restriction 

traverse ofgroupn (claims 22. 



34 and 55-56) in Paper No. 



2. 



because it is merely; 



Abstract 

The abso^coffte disclosure is objected ,0, 

~ ™-PP"-*ouida™e„di..o.fle«.He Tr"'^"""*""'^""""* 

-."u„...a«o„asc,.„ed.C„„e«io„. *--is a„d off 

Con«:„o„ ,3 required. See MPEP§ 608.01(b). 



Drawings 

^^^-S^ "I'jec.ed .0 under 37 CFR , g,,,. , 
-esse„,ia,roraproper„„ders,audi„,„f^,, , '^'^"^ "-iis 

*-..S.MPHP,.03 0.d) P " -^"bow„i„,, 
S ou8.U2(d). For example, in fig 4 and 7 .> • 

--ca,.isorb„ri.„..i3s..d.r,Co 

™ior?. Correction is required. 

• TT-e d.wi„,s are obieced to as faiiing ,o co.pi, «^ 37 CPR , 
'nciude ae foHo^,, . P ^ w-^^ 37 CPR , .u^^,, because U,e. 

i:;:^ ' """"^""*'^-'^''«»^(-«,,„,Co„ec,ion 
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Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly cla.m,ng the subject matter which the applicant fegards asl's inSion 

6. Claims 23-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

The following terms lack proper antecedent basis in the following claims: 
"said half-tone dithered image" claim 23, line 1 
"the same size" claim 23, line 2. 
"the relative intensity" claim 26 line 1. 

As to claim 26 and 27, it is not clearly understood what the notation of D8 and U" stand 
for. Please clarify. 

As to claim 28, the recitation of "fomiing two or more zones" is ambiguous and indefinite. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall he cnftH^A ^ patgnt unlojj 
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8. Claims 22-24, 29-34 and 55-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Ogawa (U.S.Pat. 5,627,625). 

As to claims 22-24, 29-34 and 55-56, Ogawa discloses a pattern projecting method 
comprising all of the limitations of the instant claims (see fig.2, 4AB, col.l, lines 59-65; col.2, 
lines 3-4, 50-56; col.6, lines 54-57). 

9. Claims 22-24, 29-34 and 55-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Taniguchi et al (U.S.Pat. 5,677,757). 

With regard to claims 22-24, 28-34 and 55-56, Taniguchi discloses an projection exposure 
apparatus/method comprising all of the basic features of the instant claims (see fig.l and 2). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 0. Claims 25-28 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 3 5 
U.S.C. 112, 2"" paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Prior Art Made of Record 

11. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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Yasuzato (U.S.Pat. 6,004,699), Uematsu (U.S.Pat. 5,982,476) and Inoue et al (U.S.Pat. 
5,621,498) discloses an exposure apparatus/method comprising substantially all of the limitations 
of the claims as cited in the instant application. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this application or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Henry Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 305-6462. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 



hvn 12/26/2000 




Primary Examiner 



